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Thystorie of Wevynard the Fore. 


Reprinted in fac-fimile type from the edition which 
THilliam Carton tranflated into bis rude and fimple Englipth in 

thabbep of Tictmetire fynpthed the vj Dape of jupn the 

pere of our lord MBccecirrrj and the rr 
pere of the regne of Kpnge 
Edward the iit. 

With Notes and a Sketch of the Literary Hiftory of the Romance 

BY WILLIAM J. THOMS, Esa. F.S. A. 


Secretary of the Camden and £#lfric Societies. 


= vA HE moft deleétable Hiftory of Reynard the Fox 


\c &, has been as much read, as highly admired, and as 


often printed as Pilgrim’s Progrefs or Robinfon 


Crufoe. Can better proof be given of the merits 
of a Romance than that it has charmed the matter-of-fact mind 
of Tom Hearne, and has drawn forth the fubtle fpeculations of 
Carlyle; that it was relifhed by Luther, and remoulded by 
Goethe. 

Of the many forms in which this world-renowned Hiftory 


has appeared, from the curious fragments of the old German 


mafter who firft wove it into a fong, down to Naylor’s {pirited 
and fparkling refafhionment, hovering between tranflation and 
paraphrafe, there is no one which poffeffes greater intereft for 
Englifh readers, than the quaint verfion for which we are indebted 
to the Father of Englith Printing, William Caxton. 

Caxton’s Reynard the Fox is one of the rareft productions of 
his prefs. The laft copy fold by public auction produced no lefs 
a fum than 184/. 165.: while even the reprint edited by Mr. 
Thoms for the Percy Society in 1844, is already difficult to be 
procured. 

It is therefore propofed to publifh a Black Letter Reprint of 
Caxton’s edition which fhall be of the fize of the original, and 
altogether as clofe a fac-fimile of it as the prefs of Charles Whit- 
tingham can produce. 

This Impreffion will be limited to 180 Copies, price Two 
Guineas each in boards, and 20 Copies on Vellum, price Ten 
Guineas each. The Work will be put to prefs as foon as 150 


copies are fubfcribed for. 


Gentlemen who may be defirous of poffefing Copies are requefted 
to communicate their Names to the Publifber, 
Mr. Cundall, 12, Old Bond Street. 


